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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Examiner's Amendment 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
John Vanderburgh on 04/20/2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Claim 17: on page 8, adding to the end of paragraph (a) but before the semicolon (;) the 
following: 

, said application wrappers further comprising: a keyboard filter that intercepts 
keyboard inputs to said client computer systems and interprets said keyboard 
inputs in accordance with the application wrappers for said collaborative session 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 4, 11-15 and 17 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

While Ludwig (Patent No. 5,758,079) discloses a multimedia collaboration system that 
integrates separate real-time and asynchronous networks in a manner that is interoperable across 
different computer and network operating platforms that closely approximates the experience of 
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face-to-face collaboration. The system permits a snapshot to be distributed to session participants 
for annotation and send back to the originating collaborative multimedia workstation (CMW) for 
editing. Ludwig does not allow computer users in a collaborative session to exchange and 
actively use application data in real-time. 

And Mellen-Garnett (Cited by applicant Patent No. 6,094,688) teaches a modular 
application collaboration for providing inter-operability between applications including a 
plurality of connectors for communicating with a like plurality of applications and interchange 
server. The system include a filter mechanism for filtering events received from an application to 
match requests received from a collaboration. Mellen-Garnett, however, does not communicate 
application data in real-time. 

Neither of these references taken either alone or in combination discloses a method and 
device for managing the simultaneous real-time operation of a plurality of software applications 
among a plurality of users having all the claimed features of applicant's instant invention, 
specifically including: a global operating system resident in each client computer system 
comprising a computer readable medium having computer executable instructions, said global 
operating system having a user interface and a plurality of application wrappers, said plurality of 
application wrappers providing an interface between said global operating system and each of 
said plurality of software applications, said application wrappers further providing computer 
executable instructions that intercept and interpret keystrokes from a user prior to their 
interpretation by said plurality of software applications. Also, there is no motivation to combine 
the Ludwig reference with the Mellen-Garnett reference to meet these limitations. It is for these 
reasons that applicant's invention defines over the prior art of record. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to examiner Thomas Pham\ whose telephone number is (571) 272-3689, Monday to Thursday 
from 6:30 AM - 5:00 PM EST or contact Supervisor Mr. Anthony Knight at (571) 272-3687. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Thomas Pham 

Patent Examiner 



April 20, 2005 
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